
 

 

 

Brief on Extension of Isela Rubalcava Drive 
October 23, 2015 
 
 
Overview 
 
Isela Rubalcava Drive is a city street that serves five public facilities: El Paso Community 
College Northwest Campus, Canutillo High School, Northwest Early College High School, 
Santiago Rodriguez Head Start campus, and the city’s Westside Sports Complex.  
 
The street is planned to be extended to Spur 16 to provide increased access and improved 
mobility in the area. However, in 2013, the project was delayed to Fiscal Year 2014. It then was 
further delayed to FY 2017. 
 
The Canutillo Independent School District has urged several city, county, and state offices to 
request that the project be expedited from its current let date in FY 2017 in order to provide 
increased access to our schools and the surrounding facilities and to address critical safety 
hazards the unfinished project presents to CISD students, families and staff.  
 
Project Details 

 
Currently, Isela Rubalcava Drive is a four-lane divided roadway adjacent to South Desert 
Boulevard. After approximately a quarter mile, the roadway narrows to an unmarked two-lane 
street. It then dead-ends after a tenth of a mile. 
 
The street is planned to extend from its current end point to a connection with the newly 
constructed Spur 16. The unpaved road portion is just over two-tenths of a mile and was 
recently blocked off by piles of construction debris after vehicles regularly drove through the 
unfinished length to access Spur 16. 
 
In April 2013, the El Paso MPO approved a request to move the project’s let date from FY 2013 
to FY 2014. Last year, the CISD was notified that the project let date again had been moved to 
FY 2017.  
 
The project is funded using Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) funds issued through the 
Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT). It is being managed by the El Paso Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) and will be designed and constructed by the City of El Paso.  
 



 

 

The project is currently scheduled to let in FY 2017 pending approval of the necessary 
environmental document the FHWA and TXDOT. Upon approval, the project will be ready for 
construction in FY 2017. 
 
The CISD is working with city Rep. Peter Svarzbein, state Rep. Joe Moody, City Manager 
Tommy Gonzalez, County Judge Veronica Escobar and the MPO to have the project receive 
accelerated funding to begin construction in FY 2016. However, Roger Williams, assistant 
director of the MPO, stated this week that it is unlikely funding will be available to accelerate the 
project to FY 2016. At the very least, the CISD is requesting the project not be moved beyond 
FY 2017. 
 
According to a project request form filed by the MPO in July 2012, the extension of Isela 
Rubalcava “provides a connection from the EPCC northwest campus and the new Canutillo 
High School Campus on the I-10 frontage roads to the proposed Spur 16 in the Northwest 
sector of El Paso. The connection improves mobility in the area particularly for the fast-growing 
population at both schools.”1 
 
Other criteria for the project listed on the form are traffic safety, congestion reduction, increased 
mobility, and economic development. 
 
During athletic activities and special events held at the Canutillo High School campus, traffic 
congestion on Isela Rubalcava and South Desert frequently is a problem encountered by event 
attendees, CISD personnel and law enforcement officers. A long line of cars attempting to 
access the campus regularly queues along South Desert, often times reaching to and blocking 
the heavily trafficked intersection of Transmountain and South Desert. 
 
In May 2015, the commencement ceremony for Canutillo High School, traditionally held in the 
CHS football stadium, was held on the same day as a soccer tournament being hosted at the 
Westside Sports Complex, which led to heavy congestion as drivers attempted to access both 
facilities using Isela Rubalcava Drive. 
 
In addition to the increased congestion, the delay of the extension of Isela Rubalcava also 
poses a dangerous safety hazard to the thousands who use the facilities in the area. With only 
one point of ingress and egress, should an emergency situation occur, it would be difficult for 
emergency vehicles to access these facilities and it would be problematic for people to evacuate 
the area. 
 

                                                        
1 El Paso Metropolitan Planning Organization, Project Request Form, July 9, 2012. 



 

 

During a recent incident in which a man with a gun was reported to be on the EPCC campus, 
both Canutillo High School and Northwest Early College High School along with EPCC went into 
a security lockdown. The situation required a large response from area law enforcement 
agencies, all of whom had to use Isela Rubalcava to access and secure the three separate 
schools. 
 
It is a concern of the CISD that during an event requiring an evacuation, it would be highly 
challenging to safely evacuate one or all of the facilities in the area using only the Isela 
Rubalcava intersection with South Desert. Should a traffic hazard block South Desert, it would 
effectively seal off access to and a safe exit from these campuses and facilities. 
 
Summary 
 
The safety of students is the top priority of the Canutillo Independent School District, and the 
extension of Isela Rubalcava is a project that significantly impacts the safety of the students, 
families, staff and visitors of our school district. Any further delays to the project will only 
increase an already potentially dangerous situation. 
 
When complete, this project will immediately alleviate this growing safety concern. It also will 
have a positive impact on school district operations and will enhance economic development in 
an area that is experiencing an influx of growth and development. 
 
CISD trustees and administrators will continue to inform our elected city, county, and state 
leaders of the importance of this project and will work with all involved public organizations to 
ensure the project’s completion. 

 


